Discovery toolkit Level 1: Sounds in isolation
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1 voiced or unvoiced;
2 place of articulation .
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Variable 1:;/voiced or unvoiced

A sound is said to be voiced if it requires the vocal cords to vibrate, and unvoicedif
it does not. In English the voiced/unvoiced distinction tends to coincide with
gentle and strong aspiration (also referred to as lenis and fortis). This means that
voiced consonants may be uttered with weaker breath force, while unvoiced
consonants may be uttered with stronger breath force. (This is partly because
voiced sounds take energy from the breath in order to drive the larynx, and partly
because unvoiced sounds need to compensate for their lack of voice with force
and clarity in their articulation.)
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Variable 2: place of articulation

The place m the vocal tract where the physical restriction or block to the air flow
takes place is referred to as place of articulation, ie where the characteristic
component sounds of that consonant are initiated.
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