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g The vowels of English

ade by voiced air passing through different mouth-
" sl}i%—;;?ﬁ r: ;nﬁegéngcs‘ﬁl tﬁéﬁsh:ﬂ)c of the mouth are caused by diﬂ‘_crcnt
ositions of the tongue and ofl‘ the lips. It is easy to see and to feel the
WH& it is very difficult to see or to feel the tongue o
differences, and that is why a detailed description of the tongue position
for a certain vowel does not really help us to pronounce it well.
Vowels must be learned by Tistening and imitating)I could tell you
that the English vowel />:/ as i saw is made by rounding the lipsand
by placing the back of the tongue in a position mid-way between the
"_'highest possible and the lowest possible pasition, but it would be much
~ more helpful if I could simply say the sound for you and get you to
imitate me. Since I cannot do this I must leave the listening and
imitating to you. So spend some of your listening time on the vowels.
AsIsaid at the beginning of chapter 3 English speakers vary quite a
lotin their vowel sounds; the vowels used by an Australian, an Ameri-
can and a Scotsman in the word see are all different, but they are all
recognized quite easily as /iz/. So the actual sounds that you use for the
English vowels are not so important as the differences that you make

between them. There must be differences between the vowels, and that is
what we will concentrate on.

51 Simple vowels

[iz,1, e/

_In your languagc you will have a vowel which is like the English /i:/

'see, and one which is like the English /a/ in sun, and almost certainly

one which is like the English /e/ in get. They may not be exactly the

Sime a5 the English vowels you hear in listening to English, but they

b do fo-r‘a starting-point. Say the words bi:d bead and bed hed several

; I:les and hs'tcn. carefully to the sound of the vowels: then try to say
i.:we] which is between the other two, and different from both, not
*dand not bed, but . . . byd — that will be the vowel in bid. You need

%




Vowels

three different vowels for

the three words bead, bid and bed. Be sure
Morent and between the other two: one thing

- 1is di ) .
thatthe T O o disingaish i from s/ i that i is longer
which wi PY il quality of the sound. Practise those

than 1/ as well as different
three words (and listen

can keep them separate. The most
confuse /iz/ with /1], so be sure that

that it is always shorter than [iz/.
ati ) he vowels are followed by a strong consenant

followed by a weak consonant, so
Il have shorter vowels than bead, bid and bed, but

Remember that when t

they are shorter than when they are

that beat, bit and bet a

for them in English) until you are sure that yoy
likely difficulty is that you will
/1] is nearer in quality to /e/ and

even so the vowel /i is always longer than the vowels [1/ afld le/in
any one set. Now practise the following sets and pay attention to both

the length of the vowels and their quality:

lizd lead lid lid
wi:t wheat wIt wit
bi:n been bin bin
tfizk cheek tftk chick
fizl feel fil fill
rizt] reach rit[ rich

/e, =, A

led led
wet wet
ben Ben
tfek check
fel fell
ret[ wretch

Now you need another vowel between e/ and [a/, that is the vowel
/=/. Say the words bed bed and bad bud several times and be sure that
your mouth is quite wide open for the vowel of b ad. Listen to the
vowels carefully and then try to say a vowel which is between those
two, a vowel which sounds a bit like /e/ and a bit like /a/ but which s
different from both. You must have different vowels in bed, bad and bud.
Practise those three words until you can always make a difference
between them; they all have comparatively short vowels so that length

differences will not help you here,

Practise the following sets and be sure that each word really sounds

different:

ten ten t®n tan

bet bet bzt bat

pen pen P&n pan

seks sex szks sacks
ded dead ded Dad
me[ mesh mz[ mash

(50

tAn ton
bat but
PAN pun
saks sucks
dad dud
mA[ mush




simple vowels

fiz, 1€ Z A

Now try all five ofj these vowels in the sets given below you will see
that there are gaps in some of the sets, where no word exists, for
instance there is no word lek; but for practice you can fill in the gaps
too. Some of the words are rather uncommon, but don’t worry about
the meanings — just be sure that the vowel sounds are different -

bi:d bead brd bid  bed bed bad bad bad bud

lik leak ik lick lek lack Iak luck
hil hecl  hil hill  hel hell hal Hal hal hull
tgitn teen  tin tin  ten ten t®N tan  tAn ton
niit feat  nit knit net net nazt gnat nat nut
list least  list list  lest lest Iast lust
ri:m ream rIm rim r&m ram rAm rum

bixt beat  bit bit bet bet b=t bat bat but
[A,az,f

In England when the doctor wants to look into your mouth and
examine your throat he asks you to say A4h, that is the vowel /a:/,
because for this vowel the tongue is very low and he can see over it to
the back of the palate and the pharynx. So if you have no vowel
exactly like /a:/ in your language you may find a mirror useful - keep
your mouth wide open and play with various vowel sounds until you
find one which allows you to see the very back of the soft palate quite
clearly; this will be similar to an English /a:/, but you must compare it
with the /a:/ vowels that you hear when you listen to English and
adjust your sound if necessary. Remember that /a:/ is a long vowel.
The short vowel /o/ is a bit like /a:/ in quality though of course they
must be kept separate. For /p/ the lips may be slightly rounded, for
[a:/ they are not. Try the following sets:

Ak Juck la:k lark Ik lock
kad cud ka:d card kod cod
dak  duck da:k dark dok dock
::St Lust lazst last lost lost
Aks bucks ba:ks barks boks box
AP cup ka:p carp kop cop

ID. 2, u, U:/

0 your language there will be a vowel which is similar to the English
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