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• Sentence construction in English involves organizing words into a coherent structure to convey 

meaning. This is done through the use of hierarchies and a central nucleus.

• Hierarchies:

• At the most basic level, sentences consist of words. These words are grouped into different 

categories based on their function in the sentence. The hierarchy typically looks like this:

• Words: These are the smallest units of meaning. They can be nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 

etc.

• Phrases: These are groups of words that function as a single unit within a sentence. They can 

be noun phrases, verb phrases, prepositional phrases, etc. For example, "the big brown dog" is 

a noun phrase.
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• Clauses: These are groups of words that contain a subject and a predicate (verb). They 

can be independent (can stand alone as a sentence) or dependent (cannot stand alone). For 

example, "He runs fast" is an independent clause, while "because he runs fast" is a 

dependent clause.

• Sentences: These are complete units of thought that can stand alone and express a 

complete idea.
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• Specifiers:-
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• Complements:-

• Complement options for verbs:-
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• Complement options for nouns:-
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• Complement options for adjectives:-

• Complement options for preposition:-
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• Nucleus:

• Within a sentence, there is usually a central nucleus that carries the main message or idea. 

This is often the main clause in a complex sentence or the main phrase in a simpler one.

• For example, in the sentence "The cat (subject) chased (verb) the mouse (object)", the 

nucleus is "chased", as it conveys the main action of the sentence.

• In a more complex sentence like "Although it was raining, he went for a run", the nucleus 

of the sentence is "he went for a run". The subordinate clause "Although it was raining" 

provides additional information but is not the main message.
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• Important Abbreviations:-

The Full Term Abbreviation The Full Term Abbreviation

Noun N Nucleus Nuc

Verb V Sentence Modifier SM

Adjectives Adj Auxiliary Aux

Adverbs Adv Phrase P

Prepositions P Main Verb MV

Sentence S Plural PL
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• All rules in transformational grammar are numbered p1, p2, p3…etc. 

• The p stands for phrase structure.

• P1: S   (SM) Nuc

• P2: Nuc      NP+VP

• P3: NP     (Det) N (PL)
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