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Sounds and sound-groups

A sound is made by definite movements of the organs of speech, and if
those movements are exactly repeated the result will always be the
samc sound; it is easy to show that there are more than forty-four
sounds in English  even in the pronunciation of a single person, with-
out worrying about differences between people. For instance, if you
say tea and fwo tiz, tu: you will notice that the lips are in a rather flat
shape for tiz but are made rounder for tuz, and this is true for both the
consonant [t/ and for the two vowels. So the organs of speech are not
making exactly the same movements for the [t/ of tea and the /t/ of
two, and therefore the resulting sounds are not exactly the same. You
can prove this to yourself by only saying the consonant sounds of these
words: think of the word fea and pronounce the beginning ofit but
not the vowel, Then do the same for two; think of the word but stop
before the vowel: you can hear and feel that the two sounds are
different. Obviously most of the movements we make when pro-
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