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The past continuous

*  The past continuous tense, also known as the past progressive tense, is used to describe an ongoing
action or event that was happening in the past.

. The past progressive describes an action that was in progress at a specific time in the past .it can
be used to describe an action that started in the past and was interrupted by another action .also
used for Two ongoing actions happening at the same time:

the past progressive tense is formed like this
¢ Inthe affirmative

For singular

*  Singular subject+ was +verb[ing]

For plural

*  Plural subject +were +verb [ing ]

* Ex

| was studying all night for the exam.

| was sleeping when the phone rang.

. | was reading a book while he was watching TV.
They were playing football in the park.
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Negation in the past continuous tense

* To form the negative in the past continuous tense, we use the auxiliary
verb "was not" or "were not" followed by the base form of the main verb

(verb +ing).
* Hereis the structure for the negative form in the past continuous tense:
* Subject + was/were + not + verb+ing
* Here are some examples:
¢ 1.1 was not studying last night.

2. She was not cooking dinner at that time
3. They were not playing football when it started raining.

.

.

[[Negative sentences in the past continuous tense indicate that an action was
not happening at a specific time in the past.]]
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The question is in Past continuous

To form questions in the past continuous tense, we use the auxiliary
verb "was" or "were" before the subject, followed by the base form
of the main verb (verb + ing ).

Here is the structure for forming questions in the past continuous
tense:

Was/Were + subject + verb + ing?
Here are some examples:
1. Was you studying last night?

2. Were they playing football when it started raining?
3. Was she cooking dinner at that time?
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How do we add ing

+ there are some spelling rules to consider:

+ LForverbsendingin"e," drop the "e” and add "ing."

. Example: Dance > Dancing
. Drive = Driving

+ 2.the verbthatends with a consonant-vowel-consonant pattern, double the final consonant before adding "ing
. Example:

© Run->Running

Swim - Swimming

If a two-syllable verb ends in a consonant + vowel + consonant, we do not double the final consonant when the stress is on the first syllable.

happen...... happening
enter .....entering.

Offer..... offering

+ 3.Forverbsendingin"ie," change the "ie" to"y" before adding "ing."
. Example: Lie > Lying

. Die > Dying

But, we do not double the final consonant when the verb ends in W, X or Y or when the final syllable is not emphasized.

Infinitive ING form
fix... fixing

enjoy.... enjoying
SNOW..... snowing
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What Is the different between past
simple and past continuous

The main difference between the past simple tense and the past continuous tense is how they
describe actions or events in the past.

1. Past Simple Tense:
- The past simple tense is used to describe completed actions or events in the past.
- It typically expresses a single event that happened at a specific point in time.
- Examples:
- I studied for the exam last night.
- She cooked dinner yesterday.

2. Past Continuous Tense:

- The past continuous tense is used to describe ongoing actions or events that were happening in
the past.

- It emphasizes the duration or progress of an action at a particular time in the past.
- Examples:

- 1 was studying all night for the exam.

-She was cooking dinner while | was setting the table.




