
with bright and soft wool which serves as its clothing; it has a 
tender voice that fills the valley with joy.  
The readers here are provided with a true portrait of a lamb. In 
the poem, the child of innocence repeatedly asks the lamb as 
to who made him. Does he know who created him (the lamb)? 
The same question has been put repeatedly all through the first 
lines of the poem. The child addresses Little Lamb to ask him 
who made him and wants to ascertain whether he knows who 
made him. The child wants to know who gave the Lamb his life, 
who fed him while living along the river on the other side of the 
meadow. H also wants to know from the Lamb who supplied 
him with a pleasant body cover (clothing) which is softest, full 
of wool, and shining.  
The Lamb is also asked by the child who gave him such a 
delicate bleating voice, which resounds a happy note in the 
surrounding valleys. The stanza is marked by the child’s 
innocence which is the first stage in Blake’s journey to the 
truth.  
“The Child of Innocence lives by intuition enjoys a spontaneous 
communion with nature and sees the divine in all things.”  
In the second stanza of the poem, there is an identification of 
the lamb, Christ, and the child. Christ has another name, that is, 
Lamb, because Christ is meek and mild like lamb. Christ was 
also a child when he first appeared on this earth as the Son of 
God. Hence the appropriateness of the following lines: “He 
became a little child:/I a child & thou a lamb,/We are called by 
his name.” The child in this poem speaks to the lamb as if the 
lamb were another child and could respond to what is being 
said. The child shows his deep joy in the company of the lamb 
who is just like him, meek, and mild. The poem conveys the 
spirit of childhood – the purity, the innocence, the tenderness 
of childhood, and the affection that a child feels for little 
creatures.  



A religious note is introduced in the poem because of the image 
of Christ as a child. The Lamb is a pastoral poem. The pastoral 
poem note in Blake is another symbol of joy and innocence. In 
the next ten lines of the second stanza from William Blake’s 
poem The Lamb, the child himself proceeds to answer the 
questions he has asked the Lamb in the first stanza. The child 
says that the person, who has created the Lamb and has given 
many gifts described in the first stanza, is himself by the name 
of the Lamb.  
It is Jesus Christ who calls himself a Lamb. Jesus the Lamb is 

meek (submissive) and mild (soft-natured), and he became a 

child for the sake of mankind. The narrator (I) is a child, he is 

Lamb and they both are called by Jesus’s name. The Lamb 

identifies with Christ to form a Trinity of Child, Lamb, and 

Redeemer (Jesus). 


