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The Sonnet 9
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" The Word Sonnet means it sog. It had s ogn i il dung gg
) th thieenth century. The reat alin pogt Petrarch (1304+134%) was
the fst to make this verse form popular, hence the name Pelrarchan or
g taianis given o one of te o chief classes of English somnels, The

i second class 15 known as the Englsh or e Shakespearean somel

4 I the earl par of the siteenth century, Sir Thomas Wyat (1503.
42),Who had come in cantact with aan posty whie on & misson o
tal, intoduced the sonnet fo Engand. varyng the aan fom by
ending his sonnet with a coupet, & pracice nt found n Rl peety,
Hisfend, Henry Howard, Ear of Surey (1515+1647). made fuher
changes and produced whal is called th English form of te somel,
Most Elizabethan sonneteers folowed tis fom,

The somet has  fixed patem, a certan disiping notfound incler
foms 15  short poem of fouteen les and a hyme scheme estited
bya vrety ofpriniles. To wre, & good somne was not only a severe
test ofskil, but also a mark of distinchion. 15 perhaps for thi reason Y
{hat most pogts, from Shakespeare onwards have 1ied theirhand o he

sannel, Durng the Elizabethan era, & genteman was expected to be ¢
able 0 fum out & Somel, even f ol an exelentone, & e f s
accomplishments ]
e Sonnes are somelmes wen n & sequence. A sonnetsequence Q

a2 nraun of eannale hauinn o somman thama ar addracead n an
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[} Types of literature

There are different types of sonnels: the petrarchan, the
Shakespearean, the Spenserian, the Mitonic and the more
contemporary type, but, stictly speaking, sonnets may be divided into
threg general types: The Petrarchan (or taian), the Shakespearean and
the Mitonic

The Italian sonnet is divided into two parts: the first part is composed
of eight lines and is called the octave. The second part is composed of
the [ast six ings and s called the sestet, At the end of the octave there is
a pause known s the ‘' or 'volta. The octave states the main idea or
problem or theme of the poem; the sestet provides an answer or
resolution and bring the matter to a conclusion.

The octave rhymes abba,abba and may be composed of eight run-on
lines o two quabrains. The sestet hymes. in any of these patterns:
cdecde,cde,cdc... Here is an example of Italian sonnet as used by
John Keats(795-1621),

On first looking Into Chapman's Homer

Much have [ travelld in the realms of gold,
And manly goodly states and kingdoms seen;
Round many westem islands have [ been
Which bards in fealt to Apollo hold
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9 The Sonnet n [¥
/ The Shakespearean or English sonnet consists of three quatrains .
" and a couplet. rhyming abab.cded.efef.ggn this form the idea is
e developed throughout the three quatrains and completed with a
..... final couplet than often comes in the form of an epigram, as in the
L folwing Shakespearean sonnet (o, 18
Shall 1 compare thee to a summer's day? 2
Thow at more lovely and more temperae b
: Rou'gh-windés*-do’shake-be‘dar'lingvbudsofMaie 2. i
“And Summer's lease hath al oo short a date: b
Sometime foo-hot the eye of heaven shines, ¢ ;
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd; d
And every faire from faire sometime declines, ¢ ¢
By chance, or naure's changing cowse wnimd; d A
Buthy etemal Summer shll ot fde, ¢ g
Norlo‘sc'posséssionofﬂiat faire thou ow's, i
Nor shall death brag thou wandrt in his shade, ¢ C
When n eterallnes fo time thou grow's, f
§0 long as men can breath or eyes can see, g
B e Q
80 long lives this, and this gives to thee. g R
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Eigther man's wrk of His own gifts; who best
Bear His midyoke, thy srve Him best. His state
Iskingly; thousands at his bidding speed,

And post e land and ocean without rest;

They also serve who only stand and wait",

example rom Spenser's the Amorett (LXXV):

(One day. [ wrote her upon the slrand
Bt camethe vaves and Washed it away -

' Agayﬂml'virolcit'wilhasecondhand, b g
But came the tyde, and made my paynes-pis.pray‘., s

Wayne man,sayed she, hatdoest in vaine assay,
Aot g 0o immoralize, o

Fot iy eve el ke o s decay.”

And ek my name bee wyped ot lkewise.
Not s, (quod e bse tings devize

Tody ndus, bt you sl veby fme

Vi uneen uaue uarbiae eara chall atarnizg

o a e o o o

Another type of sonnel, an adaptation or the English form, is the
Spenserian sonnet f thymes abab, bebe, cded, ee, as in the following
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