
Introduction to 

"Wuthering Heights"
"Wuthering Heights" is a novel written by Emily Brontë, first published in 1847. 

The story unfolds in the isolated moorland of Yorkshire, England, where the 

Earnshaw family resides in the old manor known as Wuthering Heights. As we 

delve into the first five chapters, several main questions arise, setting the stage 

for the intricate narrative to follow. We are introduced to the enigmatic 

Heathcliff and Catherine, along with the complexities of their relationship and 

the mysterious surrounding their origins. This section will provide an in-depth 

analysis of the initial chapters, unraveling the themes, characters, and conflicts 

that lay the foundation for the rest of the novel."



What is the setting of the novel?

• Wuthering Heights: The novel is primarily set in the atmospheric and desolate Wuthering Heights, a 

remote farmhouse on the moorlands of Yorkshire. The house itself is described as dark, forbidding, 

and isolated, reflecting the harshness and intensity of the characters' lives.

• Thrushcross Grange: It is the contrast to Wuthering Heights. Thrushcross Grange is a nearby elegant 

nearby elegant and refined manor. Its picturesque and tranquil setting stands in stark contrast to 

contrast to the turbulent life at Wuthering Heights.

• Moors and Weather: The wild, unforgiving moors surrounding both houses serve as a key element 

key element of the setting, mirroring the untamed nature of the characters' emotions. The harsh 

The harsh and changeable weather acts as a dramatic backdrop, intensifying the moods and events 

moods and events in the story.



Main Characters in the First Five Chapters

Chapters

Heathcliff

He is an orphan brought to Wuthering Heights 

Heights by Mr. Earnshaw. He is mysterious and 

mysterious and defiant, and his brooding 

brooding demeanor hints at a troubled past.

past.

Catherine Earnshaw

She is Mr. Earnshaw's daughter and is drawn 

drawn to Heathcliff. Her passionate nature 

nature sets the stage for the tumultuous 

relationships in the novel.

Edgar Linton

He is a wealthy, refined young man living at 

Thrushcross Grange. His arrival deepens the 

complexities of the relationships within the 

story.

Isabella Linton

She is Edgar's sister and becomes infatuated 

infatuated with Heathcliff, leading to turmoil 

turmoil and conflicts in the story.



Main Characters in the First Five Chapters

Ellen Dean : One of the main narrators. She 

has been a servant with the Earnshaws and 

the Lintons for all her life, and knows them 

better than anyone else. She is independent 

and high-spirited, and retains an objective 

viewpoint on those she serves. She is called 

Nelly by those who are on the most 

egalitarian terms with her: Mr. Earnshaw, the 

older Catherine, and Heathcliff. 

Hindley Earnshaw:

The only son of Mr. and Mrs. Earnshaw, and 

Catherine's older brother. He is a bullying, 

discontented boy who grows up to be a violent 

alcoholic when his beloved wife, Frances, dies. 

He hates Heathcliff because he felt supplanted in 

his father's affections by the other boy, and 

Heathcliff hates him even more in return. 

Lockwood 

The narrator of the novel. He is a gentleman 

from London, in distinct contrast to the other 

rural characters. He is not particularly 

sympathetic and tends to patronize his 

subjects. 



What is the significance of Lockwood's 

dream about Catherine's spirit?

Lockwood's dream about Catherine's spirit holds 

significant importance in "Wuthering Heights." 

The dream serves as a foreshadowing of the 

haunting and supernatural aspects that permeate 

the novel. It portrays Catherine's restless spirit, 

symbolizing her enduring presence at Wuthering 

Heights even after her death. This dream creates 

a sense of unease and mystery, hinting at the 

deeper, otherworldly forces at play within the 

narrative. Additionally, it introduces the idea that 

Catherine's unresolved emotions and 

relationships continue to influence the living 

characters and the unfolding events in the story.



Conflict Between Heathcliff and Hindley

1Arrival of Heathcliff

Heathcliff is brought to 

Wuthering Heights by Mr. 

Earnshaw, Hindley's father. His 

arrival marks the beginning of 

the conflict between him and 

Hindley. Hindley resents the 

special treatment Heathcliff 

receives, feeling overshadowed 

and marginalized by his father's 

affection for Heathcliff.

2 Treatment and Humiliation

Hindley's treatment of 

Heathcliff takes a turn for the 

the worse after the death of 

Mr. Earnshaw. Hindley becomes 

becomes the master of 

Wuthering Heights and subject 

subject Heathcliff to physical 

physical and emotional abuse, 

abuse, stripping him of his 

rights and dignity. This 

mistreatment deepens the 

animosity and rivalry between 

between the two characters.

characters.

3Power Struggle and Revenge

As Heathcliff grows resentful of 

resentful of Hindley's 

maltreatment, a power struggle 

struggle ensues. This conflict 

conflict escalates as Heathcliff 

Heathcliff seeks revenge for the 

the years of degradation and 

and humiliation he endured, 

endured, setting the stage for 

for the intense and enduring 

enduring animosity between 

between the two characters.



How Lockwood's Perspective Shapes the 
Story

Outsider's Lens

Lockwood, as an outsider, provides a fresh 

perspective on the inhabitants of Wuthering 

Wuthering Heights. His initial curiosity and 

subsequent bewilderment mirror the reader

reader’

’

s own experience, offering a relatable 

s 

relatable entry point into the mysterious world of 

world of the novel.
Moreover, Lockwood's observations, influenced 

influenced by his urban upbringing, contrast 

contrast sharply with the rugged environment 

environment and unconventional characters, 

characters, highlighting the clash of cultures and 

cultures and societal norms, thereby enriching 

enriching the reader's understanding of the 

the setting.

Dual Narratives

Lockwood's narrative not only offers a direct 

direct account of events but also serves as a 

a frame story, as he relates the tale from the 

the perspective of Nelly Dean, providing layers of 

layers of storytelling that deepen the reader's 

reader's engagement with the characters and 

and their intertwined lives.

His misunderstandings and misinterpretations 

misinterpretations add complexity and intrigue, 

intrigue, pushing the reader to question the 

the reliability of the narrative and challenging 

challenging them to actively piece together the 

the truth from his flawed lens.



How does Bronte use foreshadowing in 
in the novel?

1

Subtle hints

Bronte subtly hints at future events through 

character dialogues and actions.

2

Weather symbolism

The changing weather often foreshadows 

dramatic events, setting the tone for what is 

to come.

3

Supernatural elements

Ghostly encounters and eerie 

phenomena  serve as harbingers of 

of impending turmoil.

In "Wuthering Heights," Bronte masterfully employs foreshadowing to create an atmosphere of impending 

of impending conflict and tragedy. Subtle hints in character interactions and actions build anticipation for 

anticipation for future events, keeping readers engaged and curious. Additionally, the symbolic use of 

symbolic use of weather reflects the tumultuous nature of the story, providing clues about the emotional 

the emotional intensity and forthcoming upheavals. Furthermore, the inclusion of supernatural elements 

supernatural elements adds a layer of mystique, foreshadowing the unsettling events that will unfold. 

unfold. Bronte's strategic use of foreshadowing captivates readers and enhances the sense of foreboding 

foreboding throughout the novel.



Themes in the first five chapters of 
"Wuthering Heights"

1 Love and Hate

The novel introduces the complex and 

tumultuous relationships between the 

characters, showcasing themes of intense 

love and deep-seated hatred. This 

dichotomy is exemplified through the 

interactions between Catherine, Heathcliff, 

and Hindley.

2 Social Class

Bronte addresses the theme of social 

hierarchy and its impact on the characters' 

lives. The contrasting upbringing of 

Heathcliff and the Earnshaw siblings sets 

the stage for the exploration of social class 

dynamics and their consequences.

3 Isolation and Loneliness

The first five chapters lay the foundation 

foundation for the pervasive sense of 

isolation and loneliness experienced by 

by characters such as Heathcliff, Catherine, 

Catherine, and Lockwood. The physical and 

physical and emotional seclusion depicted 

depicted sets the tone for the novel.

4 Revenge and Retribution

Themes of revenge and retribution are 

are evident in the initial chapters, 

particularly in the treatment of Heathcliff 

Heathcliff by Hindley and the subsequent 

subsequent implications for the storyline. 

storyline. The concept of vengeance 

becomes integral to the narrative.



Conclusion: What can we learn from the 

first five chapters of "Wuthering 

Heights"?

Through the first five chapters of "Wuthering Heights," readers are immersed in a world of complex 

characters, intense emotions, and a hauntingly atmospheric setting. The novel introduces themes of 

revenge, obsession, and the destructive power of unchecked passion. It also delves into the impact of 

social class and societal norms on individual lives, portraying the harsh realities faced by the characters in 

the isolated moors of Yorkshire. As the intricate relationships unfold, readers are confronted with the 

consequences of unchecked desires and the depth of human nature.

Furthermore, the first five chapters set the stage for a narrative woven with supernatural elements and 

elements and psychological intricacies, inviting readers to ponder the depths of the human psyche and 

psyche and the blurred lines between love and hatred. The unconventional storytelling and the enigmatic 

the enigmatic nature of the characters leave a lasting impression, prompting reflection on the dark and 

the dark and captivating themes presented in the initial chapters of this iconic novel.


