
Drama

Dr. Salam Hasan Makki

[bookmark: _GoBack]THE ELIZABETHAN AGE (Renaissance era) 
Queen Elizabeth who reigned from 1558 to 1603, played a significant role in the English Renaissance, a period often referred to as the Elizabethan era. Her influence helped shape the cultural and intellectual landscape of the time in several key ways:
1. Patronage of the Arts: Elizabeth was a major patron of the arts and supported many artists, playwrights, and poets. Her patronage helped stimulate a flourishing of English literature and drama. Notable figures like William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, and Ben Jonson received support and recognition during her reign

2.  Political Stability: Her long and relatively stable reign provided an environment conducive to cultural and intellectual development. The relative peace and stability of Elizabethan England allowed for a focus on the arts and education

3. Encouragement of Exploration: Elizabeth I's support for exploration and colonization efforts, including those by figures like Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis Drake, helped expand England’s influence and contribute to a sense of national pride and identity, which was reflected in the literature and arts of the period.

4. Cultural Patronage: Elizabeth I’s court was a center of cultural activity, and her own education and intellectual interests influenced the period. Her interest in literature, music, and drama contributed to the overall vibrant cultural atmosphere of the time.
Queen Elizabeth I’s support for the arts, her promotion of national exploration, and her role in maintaining political stability were instrumental in fostering the cultural achievements of the Elizabethan era.
The Renaissance era
The Renaissance era, spanning from the 14th to the 17th centuries, was a vibrant period of cultural, artistic, and intellectual revival that began in Italy and spread throughout Europe. It marked a profound transformation from the medieval world to the early modern age, characterized by a renewed interest in classical antiquity, humanism, and individual expression.

Cultural and Intellectual Context: The Renaissance, meaning "rebirth," was driven by a rediscovery of classical Greek and Roman culture. This period saw the emergence of new ideas about art, science, and philosophy, heavily influenced by humanism, which emphasized the study of classical texts and the value of human experience and potential. The period was also marked by economic prosperity, especially in Italian city-states like Florence, Venice, and Rome, which fostered a flourishing of art and scholarship.
Characteristics of Renaissance Literature:
1 -Humanism: Renaissance literature was deeply influenced by humanism، an intellectual movement that sought to revive classical learning and emphasize the potential of human achievement. Writers explored themes related to individualism, personal growth, and the human condition, often drawing inspiration from classical texts.
-2Revival of Classical Forms: Writers of the Renaissance adopted and adapted classical forms and genres, including epic poetry, drama, and the sonnet. They sought to harmonize classical ideals with contemporary themes, blending classical structures with new content.
3-Exploration of Individualism: Renaissance literature often focused on complex, multi-dimensional characters and their personal struggles. This emphasis on individual experience and psychological depth is evident in the works of playwrights like Shakespeare and poets like Petrarch.
-4Use of Vernacular Languages: While Latin remained significant for scholarly and religious texts, Renaissance writers increasingly used vernacular languages to reach a broader audience. This shift helped to develop national literatures and languages and made literary works more accessible to the public.
5- Satire and Social Critique: Many Renaissance writers used satire to critique contemporary society, politics, and religion. Works like Erasmus’s "The Praise of Folly" and Rabelais’s "Gargantua and Pantagruel" employed humor and satire to challenge prevailing norms and institutions.
6-Innovation in Literary Forms: The Renaissance saw the development and refinement of various literary forms. The sonnet, particularly popularized by Petrarch and Shakespeare, became a key poetic form. Additionally, the period witnessed the rise of the modern novel, exemplified by Cervantes’s "Don Quixote," and the growth of sophisticated dramatic forms.
