4 — Law and Society.

Law is one of the institutions which are central to the social
pature of man and without which he Would he a very different
‘ereature.  However, the role of law in setting order into society has
been dlfferenuy concewed by various thxnn:e*‘s

Durmd the elg‘qteenth and nineteenth centuries, ‘me reigning
_Qucnt was that of ‘individualism’. Individualist thought assumed,
| then, & more distinctly economic patiern. With the full impact of
' 'Ehe industrial revolution and the growth of capltalist emerpﬁs'e,
| individualism became more than a philosophical or psychological
| tenet: it developed into a political and economic slogan in the form
| of ‘laissez faire”. During much of that period and indeed continuing
' mto the present ce'ltury, the assumption that law should interfere
as little as possible with individual freedom of action, and specially

_economlc actlon, u*lderla*,r a oood deal of legal and social specula-
tion.

But however influential were the forces of laissez faire they were
tufighting a losing battle against another philosophy which
| insisted n the value of social welfare and the necessity of legisla-
)  tive intervention to create the indispensible conditions for attain-
. ing this. The opponents of individualism, that is to say the ‘social-
lists’, put thelr emphasis upon increasing the sum of human happl-
| ness, Somallsm provided a philosophy adapted to improving the
¢ ‘material welfare of society as a whole. It, therefore, appealed to
the progressa% minded, and seemed to afford a straightforward
justification fo gocial and welfare legislation on a wide scale.

As will apear from the inquiry into the ‘nature of law’ in the
oth the natural law school and their opponents,
yeavily influenced by an individualist apprach
the other hand, schools of legal thought which
fion, not upon law as a set of logical rules, but
nd its function as a means of so<:1a1 engi-
by a socialist ideology.
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