¢ — Legislation-

Legislation is the formulation of Jaw by the appropriate
or organs of the State, in such a manner that the actual words)
are themselves part of the law: the words not only contain thelf
but in a sense they constitute the law. Legislation includes]
making of new law, and the alteration or repeal of existing lavj
is the easiest and most common way of developing law in mod
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systems — in particular, it can change the law, which the cof

cannot do. z
According to Maine, in his celebrated book ‘Ancient Ik

(1861), legislrétion is historically the latest of the agenciag by wil
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e oo systems of law are brought into conformity with the
3ita\,§\ize§1:§cigt}" After the codificatoin of customnary my, the agen-
L rought into play to Pr event stagnation are ‘fictions’, or devi-

<. (mostly procedural) by V{Iuch the substance of the Jaw is chang-
hQ\ (hile apb earing to rer.na'm the same, and the extension of the
N lg‘;) s judicial and juristic interpretation, then ‘equiy’, then, legis-
Eﬁ‘l\ 2. Any of all of these agencies may be in use at the same
: a\e, for a later dot.as ‘not nli!cessal-rlly displace an earlier. But, ac-
2y, Ying to Maine, ‘.i;hJ.S is the mvana‘ple ol:de1: in which they appear,
. Wh‘?at least, in which they exe.rt t}'len' chief influence. Thus, a com-
2l ity which has known legislation as a methed of general law-
1 1} «ing does not revert to custom as a mode of developing its law.

'I‘et}:E Importance of Legislation. Legislation is the prime and most

Yugortant source of law in civilized countries. Today, a great and
%ﬁteasing part of the law of these countries is to be found embodied
the law-making authorities in decrees or statutes. By legisla-

a lﬂxlj, the law is embodied in an authoritative form of written words
Nmi this literary expression is an essential part of the law itself.

img, Legislative activity is of ‘modern growth. The causes for its
0 fo, .Iportal’lce may be referred to three principal reasons. These are:-

- ,_".If,hé inéreased-ra{ilge of ilie activities of the modern State and
(its centralizing tendency. For good or evil, the State having
- gained a supreme authority, tends more and more to be re-
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aipnate garded as the normal regulator of social life and director of
~ Vo social actiyities. |




