


 past perfect tense 

• The past perfect tense is a verb tense used to describe actions or events that occurred before 
another point in the past. It's often used to indicate that one action happened before another past 
action, providing a clear sequence of events. 
 

• The past perfect tense is formed by using the auxiliary verb "had" followed by the past participle 
form of the main verb. Here's the basic structure: 
 

• Had + past participle 
 

• For example: 
 

• She had already eaten dinner when I arrived. 
• By the time they arrived, he had finished his presentation. 
• I had studied French before I visited Paris. 
• The movie had already started when we got to the theater. 
• She had read the book before she watched the movie adaptation. 
• They had already left by the time I got to the party. 
• We had finished our homework before the teacher collected it. 



Question 

• Past perfect questions are used to inquire about actions or events that occurred before another 
point in the past. They are formed by using the auxiliary verb "had" followed by the subject and the 
past participle form of the main verb. Past perfect questions are typically used to clarify the 
sequence of events or to gather information about past actions.  
 

Had + subject + past participle + (rest of the sentence)? 
 

For example: 
 

• Had she finished her homework before the party? 
• Had he visited that city before he moved there? 
• Had they finished their work before the deadline? 
• Had she already left when you arrived? 
• Had you ever visited that museum before yesterday? 
• Had they completed the project before the meeting started? 
• Had he eaten dinner before he went to the party? 
• Had she received the email before she left the office? 



negative 

• he past perfect negative is used to indicate that an action or event did not 
occur before another point in the past. It's formed by using the auxiliary 
verb "had not" (contracted as "hadn't") followed by the past participle 
form of the main verb.  
 
 

• She hadn't finished her homework before the party started. 
• He hadn't visited that city before he moved there. 
• I hadn't eaten sushi before I traveled to Japan. 
• We hadn't completed the project before the deadline passed. 
• She hadn't returned the book to the library before it was due. 
• They hadn't sold their house before they moved to the new city. 
• He hadn't received the email before he left the office. 
• She hadn't cooked dinner before her guests arrived. 
• They hadn't met each other before the conference. 

 
 


