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Cannizzaro reaction 

• Properties of benzyl alcohol  

• 1- Colorless to very fine yellow (due to 
oxidation) oily liquid.  

• 2- Immiscible with water, miscible with 
organic solvents like ether.  

• 3- The boiling point is 204-207 ºC 



Cannizzaro reaction 

• Properties of benzoic acid  

• 1- White crystalline plates or needles.  

• 2- Sparingly soluble in water, soluble in hot boiled 
water.  

• 3- Volatile with steam (so can be purified by 
Steam distillation).  

• 4- Reacts with sod. bicarbonate to give CO2 gas 

• 5- The melting point is 121-123 ºC. 
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