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Building blocks of medical
language
* Medical terms are made up of several
parts - elements - that can be combined

to make many different words

* Learning the meaning of these elements

helps understand many medical terms



Building blocks of medical
language

3 principle elements make up medical terms:
1. roots and combining forms
2. prefixes
3. suffixes
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Each element is essential to
understanding the meaning of
the medical term
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Combining Vowels

_
[0 Make it possible to pronounce long terms

O Usually an "0”

0 Combine two word parts:
B Between two word roots
B Between word root and suffix




Combining Vowel Rules

1 Between word root and suffix

U If the suffix begins with a vowel
® Do not use a combining vowel

B Arthritis, not arthroitis

[0 If the suffix begins with a consonant
B Use a combining vowel

® ArthroScope, not arthrScope



Combining Vowel Rules

[0 Combining vowel is typically
kept between two word roots

[J Even if the second word root
begins with a vowel

® gastroenteritis, not
gastreénteritis




Combining Form

0 Typically used to write word roots

LJ Also use the word root/combining vowel format

0 Examples:
B cardi/o
B arthr/o
B gastr/o




Prefix

Added to the front of a term

May add meaning such as:

B |ocation of organ sub- = below
B number of parts mono- = one
B time (frequency) post- = after




Prefix

Not all medical terms have a prefix
When written by itself, followed by a
hyphen

B intra-

B hyper-

B multi-




Common Prefixes

L] a- J auto-
without, away from self
an— 0 brady-
without Diow
O dys-
ante- painful, difficult
before, in front of
anti-

against



Common Prefixes

0 endo- 0 homo-
within, inner same

O epi- O hyper-
upon, over over, above

O eu- U hypo-
normal, good under, below

0 hetero-

different



Common Prefixes

O para- O pre-
beside, beyond, near before, in front of
0 per- 1 pseudo-
through false
Ll peri- U retro-
around backward, behind
[l post-

after



Common Prefixes
= ________________—_——_™|—_______ 4]
sub-
below, under
super—
above, excess
supra-
above

tachy-

fast

trans-
through, across
ultra-
beyond, excess
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Number Prefixes

O quad- four
0 semi- partial, half
O tri- three

uni- one
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Adds meaning such as:
B condition -algia = pain
B disease -itis = inflammation

B procedure -ectomy = surgical removal




Suffix

] All medical terms must have a suffix
® Only mandatory word part

O When written by itself, precede with a %

hyphen
B -logy
B -sclerosis
B -cyte




Common Suffixes

O

O
O
O

—-algia

pain

-cele

hernia, protrusion

—-cise
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O —-dynia
pain
[0 -ectasis
dilatation
0 —-gen
that which produces
0 —-genesis

produces, generates



Common Suffixes

O

O
O
O]

—genic

producing

—-ia

state, condition
—iasis

abnormal condition

-logy
study of

O

-ism

state of

—-itis
inflammation
—logist

one who studies
-lysis
destruction



Common Suffixes

0 -malacia O -pathy
abnormal softening disease
0 -megaly 0 -plasia
enlargement, large development, growth
0 -oma O —-plasm
tumor, mass formation, development
] -osis 0 -ptosis

abnormal condition drooping
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