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Definitions:

Waveform: The path traced by a quantity, such as the voltage in Fig., plotted as a function of
some variable such as time (as above), position, degrees, radians, temperature, and so on.

Instantaneous value: The magnitude of a waveform at any instant of time; denoted by lowercase letters (e1,
e2 in Fig.).

Peak amplitude: The maximum value of a waveform as measured from its average, or mean, value, denoted
by uppercase letters [such as Em for sources of voltage and Vm for the voltage drop across a load]. For the
waveform in Fig., the average value is zero volts, and Em is as defined by the figure
.
Peak value: The maximum instantaneous value of a function as measured from the zero volt
level. For the waveform in Fig., the peak amplitude and peak value are the same, since the

average value of the function is zero volts.
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Peak-to-peak value: Denoted by Ep-p or (Vp-p), the full voltage between positive and negative
peaks of the waveform, that is, the sum of the magnitude of the positive and negative peaks.

Periodic waveform: A waveform that continually repeats itself after the same time interval. The
waveform in Fig. is a periodic waveform.

Period Time (T): The time of a periodic waveform.

Cycle: The portion of a waveform contained in one period of time. The cycles within T1, T2, and
T3 in Fig. may appear different, but they are all bounded by one period of time and therefore
satisfy the definition of a cycle.
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Frequency ( f ): The number of cycles that occur in 1
s. The frequency of the waveform in Fig. (a) is 1 cycle
per second, and for Fig. (b), 21⁄2 cycles per second. If a
waveform of similar shape had a period of 0.5 s [Fig.
(c)], the frequency would be 2 cycles per second.
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Since the frequency is inversely related to the period—that is, as one increases, the other 
decreases by an equal amount—the two can be related by the following equation:



EXAMPLE 13.1 For the sinusoidal waveform in Fig.

a. What is the peak value?
b. What is the instantaneous value at 0.3 s and 0.6 s?
c. What is the peak-to-peak value of the waveform?
d. What is the period of the waveform?
e. How many cycles are shown?
f. What is the frequency of the waveform?
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EXAMPLE 13.3 Determine the frequency of the waveform in Fig.
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Defined Polarities and Direction

A positive sign is applied if the voltage is above the axis, as shown
in Fig. (a). For a current source, the direction in the symbol
corresponds with the positive region of the waveform, as shown in
Fig. (b).



13.4 THE SINUSOIDAL WAVEFORM

The sinusoidal waveform is the only
Alternating waveform whose  unaffected
shape is characteristics of R, L, and C
elements. by the response

The unit of measurement for the horizontal axis
can be time (as appearing in the figures thus far),
degrees, or radians.
The term radian can be defined as follows: If we
mark off a portion of the circumference of a circle
by a length equal to the radius of the circle, as
shown in Fig., the angle resulting is called 1 radian.
The result is
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It is of particular interest that the sinusoidal waveform can be derived from the length of the
vertical projection of a radius vector rotating in a uniform circular motion about a fixed point.
Starting as shown in Fig.(a) and plotting the amplitude (above and below zero) on the
coordinates drawn to the right [Figs. (b) through (i)],

The velocity with which the radius vector rotates about the center, called the angular velocity,
can be determined from the following equation:
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Generating a sinusoidal waveform through the vertical projection of a rotating vector.
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EXAMPLE 13.5 Determine the frequency and period of the sine wave in Fig.
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EXAMPLE 13.6 Given ω = 200 rad/s, determine how long it will take the sinusoidal
waveform to pass through an angle of 90°.



EXAMPLE 13.7 Find the angle through which a sinusoidal waveform of 60 Hz will pass in
a period of 5 ms.

MSc. ZAHRAA HAZIM 14

13.5 GENERAL FORMAT FOR THE SINUSOIDAL VOLTAGE OR CURRENT

For electrical quantities such as current and 
voltage, the general format is
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EXAMPLE 13.9

a) Determine the angle at which the magnitude of
the sinusoidal function
v = 10 sin 377t is 4 V.

a) Determine the time at which the magnitude is
attained.
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THANK YOU


