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o Once in the cortex, the amoeboid pathogen infects one host cortical cell where 

it may multiply or join with other amoeboid cells to form a plasmodium. 

o As the plasmodium develops, it releases plant hormones which cause the host 

cells to enlarge up to 20 times of its normal size. As the plasmodium grows, it 

divides and infects neighboring cells causing them to enlarge. Clusters of these 

enlarged cells are responsible for the clubbing on the roots. 

o Plasmodium in all host cells eventually undergo meiosis and develop into 

resting cysts. These new cysts will be released into the soil because other soil 

microorganisms decompose the club root.  


