
1 
 

 

Lecture No. 25 

Title: Dominance in Design 

Introduction: 
Dominance in design refers to the concept of drawing attention to a specific element within the space, creating a 

focal point that stands out. This is achieved by making one element more prominent than others through factors 

such as size, color, shape, and positioning. In this lecture, we will explore how dominance works in interior 

design, its importance, and how it can be applied effectively to guide visual attention and enhance the overall 

design. 

Concept of Dominance in Design: 
Dominance is the process of making one element stand out more than others within the design, directing the 

viewer’s attention toward it. This dominant element, whether it's furniture, color, or shape, is placed in a way 

that it influences the rest of the design elements. The goal is to achieve balance in the space while naturally 

guiding the eye to the focal point. 

How to Achieve Dominance in Design: 

1. Using Size: 
One of the most effective ways to achieve dominance is through size. Larger elements tend to draw 

more attention than smaller ones. For example, a large bed in a bedroom can be the dominant feature, 

while the other pieces of furniture are smaller and less imposing. 

2. Using Color: 
Dominance can be achieved by using a strong or bold color in the design. Warm colors like red or 

yellow, for example, can be used to highlight a specific area, instantly attracting attention to that spot. 

3. Using Shape: 
Dominance can also be created using unique or unusual shapes. For example, an unconventional piece 

of furniture, like a creatively designed chair or sculpture, can become the dominant element in a space. 

4. Positioning: 
The placement of an element also contributes to its dominance. An item placed in the center of the room 

or in a prominent spot will naturally attract more attention than items placed in corners or along the 

edges. For instance, a large piece of art on the main wall can dominate the room. 

5. Repetition: 
Repetition is another method to create dominance. Using a series of similar elements placed in close 

proximity can help create a visual impact, as the repeated elements draw attention and establish 

dominance. 

The Importance of Dominance in Design: 

1. Creating a Focal Point: 
Dominance helps establish a focal point in a design. Having a clear focal point makes the space more 

organized and guides the viewer’s eye to the most important feature. 

2. Visual Guidance: 
Dominance provides visual guidance by directing the viewer’s eye through the space. With a clear 

dominant element, it makes the flow of the space more natural and organized. 

3. Highlighting Key Elements: 
Dominance is often used to emphasize important elements in the space, such as a primary piece of 

furniture or a work of art. It helps prioritize what the designer wants to stand out. 
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4. Adding Visual Balance: 
Dominance also helps create visual balance. When other elements in the space are less dominant, it 

allows the focal point to stand out, resulting in a balanced and aesthetically pleasing design. 

Ways to Apply Dominance in Interior Design: 

1. Using Furniture: 
Choosing a main piece of furniture, such as a large sofa or a prominent dining table, can be a way to 

achieve dominance. This piece should be placed in a visible area to attract attention. Opting for bold 

designs or colors can enhance the dominance of this piece. 

2. Lighting: 
Lighting can be used to focus attention on the dominant element in the room. For example, directing a 

spotlight or using accent lighting on a piece of artwork or sculpture helps draw attention to it and makes 

it stand out. 

3. Artistic Decorations: 
Adding a large artwork or a sculptural piece to the main wall can be an effective way to achieve 

dominance. These decorative items are typically eye-catching and can become the focal point of the 

room. 

4. Using Different Materials: 
Dominance can also be created by using contrasting materials, such as combining wood with metal or 

glass with stone. For example, a shiny table or a unique material on a furniture piece can become the 

dominant element. 

The Importance of Dominance in Different Design Styles: 

1. Modern Design: 
In modern design, dominance is often achieved through bold, large furniture pieces or strong color 

contrasts. Lighting focused on a specific area or item can also enhance the dominant effect. 

2. Classical Design: 
In classical design, dominance is typically created through luxurious, intricate furniture and decorative 

elements. A large, ornate piece of furniture or a statement chandelier could serve as the focal point. 

3. Biophilic Design: 
In biophilic design, dominance may come from a large natural element, like an indoor tree or a garden, 

drawing attention to the connection between nature and the interior space. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How can dominance be achieved through color in interior design? 

2. What is the importance of dominance in creating a more organized space? 

3. How can dominance be applied differently in modern designs compared to traditional ones? 

4. Can dominance affect the overall mood of a space? How? 

5. How can lighting be used to create dominance in a design? 

Instructor: 
Dr. Asraar Abbas Semender 
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