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Unit Overview: Developing 
Expressive Writing Skills 

This unit focuses on enhancing your expressive writing skills. We will learn 

to identify opinions and supporting examples, brainstorm effectively through 

discussion, and structure compelling opinion paragraphs. 
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Identifying Opinions in Supporting Sentences 

Fact vs. Opinion 

Facts are verifiable and objective statements. Opinions are 

subjective beliefs or judgments. Recognising this distinction is 

key to analytical writing. 

Clear Examples 

For example, "London is the capital of England" is a fact. 

"London is the best city in the world" is an opinion. 

Understanding this helps you evaluate information. 
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Recognising Examples in 
Supporting Sentences 

Clarify and Strengthen 

Examples serve to clarify your points. They strengthen your 

arguments by providing specific, real-world instances. This makes 

your writing more persuasive. 

Specific Instances 

Examples are specific instances. They back up the main point of your 

sentence or paragraph. For example, "High street shops are 

struggling (opinion). Many have closed including Woolworths 

(example)." 
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Distinguishing Opinions 
and Examples 

Opinion Defined 

An opinion is what someone thinks or feels. It reflects a personal 

viewpoint. Opinions often include words like "should," "best," or 

"worst." 

Example Defined 

An example provides concrete support. It illustrates or proves an 

opinion. We will practice classifying parts of given sentences as opinion 

or example. 
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Brainstorming Through Discussion 

Generate Ideas 

Group discussions are excellent for 

generating a wide range of ideas. 

Diverse perspectives lead to richer 

content. 

Build on Contributions 

Participants build on each other's 

contributions. This fosters a dynamic 

exchange and refinement of thoughts. 

Respect Viewpoints 

It is crucial to respect different viewpoints. 

This creates a safe and productive 

environment for open discussion and idea 

sharing. 
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Effective Brainstorming 
Techniques 

Freewriting 

Write continuously for a set time without stopping. This helps to 

overcome writer's block and generate raw ideas. 

Mind Mapping 

Visually organise ideas around a central topic. Connect related 

thoughts with lines and branches. This technique enhances 

creativity and structure. 

Round Robin 

Each person contributes one idea in turn. This ensures everyone 

participates. For example, brainstorm reasons for climate change. 
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Writing Opinion Paragraphs 

1 

Topic Sentence 

Start with a clear topic sentence. This states your main opinion effectively. 

2 

Supporting Evidence 

Follow with supporting sentences. These provide reasons and examples 

for your opinion. 

3 

Concluding Sentence 

End with a concluding sentence. This reinforces your opinion 

and provides closure. 
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Putting It All Together: Example Paragraph 

Homework is Beneficial 

This is the topic sentence. It states the core opinion of the paragraph. 

Reinforces Learning 

Homework reinforces classroom learning. It helps students practice concepts. 

Teaches Time Management 

It also teaches vital time management skills. Students learn to prioritise tasks effectively. 

Example: Maths Exercises 

For example, completing maths exercises improves understanding. Practice leads to mastery. 

Crucial for Success 

Therefore, homework plays a crucial role in academic success. It contributes to student development. 
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The Homework 
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