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The Common-Base Amplifier 

The common-base (CB) amplifier provides high voltage gain with a maximum current 

gain of 1. Since it has a low input resistance, the CB amplifier is the most appropriate 

type for certain applications where sources tend to have very low-resistance outputs. 
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Multistage Amplifiers 

Two or more amplifiers can be connected in a cascaded arrangement with the output of 

one amplifier driving the input of the next. Each amplifier in a cascaded arrangement 

is known as a stage. The basic purpose of a multistage arrangement is to increase the 

overall voltage gain. Although discrete multistage amplifiers are not as common as they 

once were, a familiarization with this area provides insight into how circuits affect each 

other when they are connected together. 
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