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Grammar: to be (affirmative, negative, and questions( 

 

1. Introduction 

The verb “to be” is one of the most important verbs in the English language. 

It is used to: 

 Identify people or things 

 Describe states and conditions 

 Indicate location 

 Describe professions or characteristics 

The verb “to be” does not require an auxiliary verb. 

 

2. Forms of the Verb “To Be” (Present Simple) 
 

Subject Pronoun Verb “To Be” 

I am 

He is 

She is 

It is 

You are 

We are 

They are 
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3. Affirmative Form 

Structure: 

Subject + verb “to be” + complement 

Examples: 

 I am a university student. 

 She is responsible for the project. 

 He is a lecturer in the department. 

 They are ready for the examination. 

 We are in the laboratory. 

 

4. Negative Form 

Structure: 

Subject + verb “to be” + not + complement 

Examples: 

 I am not absent today. 

 He is not available at the moment. 

 She is not enrolled in this course. 

 They are not prepared for the test. 

Contractions (informal use): 

 is not → isn’t 

 are not → aren’t 
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5. Interrogative Form (Questions) 

Structure: 

Verb “to be” + subject + complement ? 

Examples: 

 Am I registered for this course? 

 Is he the head of the department? 

 Is she your academic advisor? 

 Are they final-year students? 

Short Answers: 

 Yes, I am. / No, I’m not. 

 Yes, he is. / No, he isn’t. 

 Yes, they are. / No, they aren’t. 

 

6. Important Notes 

 The verb “to be” does not use do / does in questions or negatives. 

 The form of “to be” changes according to the subject. 

 The complement after “to be” can be: 

o A noun (student, engineer) 

o An adjective (ready, confident) 

o A prepositional phrase (in the class, at the university) 

 

7. Practice Exercise 

Convert the following sentences into negative and interrogative forms: 

1. She is a postgraduate student. 

2. They are in the examination hall. 
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