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Create a simple Visual Basic console app

• Prerequisites

– If you don't have Visual Studio, go to Visual Studio downloads to install it 
for free.
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https://visualstudio.microsoft.com/downloads/?cid=learn-onpage-download-cta


Create a project

• First, you create a Visual Basic app 
project. The default project template 
includes all the files you need for a 
runnable app.

– Open Visual Studio.

– On the start window, choose Create a 
new project.
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Create a project (cont.)

– In the Create a new project window, 
choose Visual Basic from the language 
list. Next, choose Windows from the 
platform list and Console from the 
project types list.

– After you apply the language, platform, 
and project type filters, choose the 
Console App template, and then 
choose Next.
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Create a project (cont.)

– In the Configure your new project 
window, enter WhatIsYourName in the 
Project name box. Then, choose Next.

– In the Additional information window, 
.NET 8.0 should already be selected for 
your target framework. If not, select 
.NET 8.0. Then, choose Create.
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Run the app

• After you select your Visual Basic project template and 
name your project, Visual Studio creates a Program.vb file. 
The default code calls the WriteLine method to display the 
literal string "Hello World!" in the console window.

• There are two ways to run this code, inside Visual Studio 
in debug mode, and from your computer as a 
regular standalone app.
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https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dotnet/api/system.console.writeline


Run the app in debug mode
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Run the app in debug mode

• Select the WhatIsYourName button or press F5 to run the default code in Debug mode.

• When the app runs in the Microsoft Visual Studio Debug Console, "Hello World!" displays. 
Press any key to close the debug console window and end the app:
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Run the app as a standalone

• To see the output outside of Visual Studio, in a system console 
window, build and run the executable (.exe file).
– In the Build menu, choose Build Solution.

– In Solution Explorer, right-click on WhatIsYourName and choose Open File 
in File Explorer.

– In File Explorer, navigate to the bin\Debug\net8.0 directory and 
run WhatIsYourName.exe.

– The Main procedure terminates after its single statement executes and the 
console window closes immediately. To keep the console visible until the 
user presses a key, see the next section.
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Add code to ask for user input

• Next, you add Visual Basic code that prompts you for your name and then 
displays it along with the current date and time. In addition, you add code 
that pauses the console window until the user presses a key.

– Enter the following Visual Basic code after the Sub Main(args As String()) line and 
before the End Sub line, replacing the WriteLine line:

• Write and WriteLine write a string to the console.

• ReadLine reads input from the console, in this case 
a string.

• DateTime represents a datetime, and Now returns 
the current time.

• ReadKey() pauses the app and waits for a keypress.
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Add code to ask for user input

• Select the WhatIsYourName button or press F5 to build and run your app in Debug mode.

• When the debug console window opens, enter your name. Your console window should 
look similar to the following screenshot:
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Extra credit: Add two numbers
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If...Then...Else Statement (Visual Basic)

• An If statement can be followed by an optional Else statement, 
which executes when the Boolean expression is false.

• Syntax

– The syntax of an If...Then... Else statement in VB.Net is as follows −
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If...Then...Else Statement (Visual Basic)

• If the Boolean expression evaluates to true, then the if block of 
code will be executed, otherwise else block of code will be 
executed.
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Example : Light Switch Checker (uses Boolean)

• Scenario:

– You’re simulating a light switch.
If the switch is True → the light is ON.
If it’s False → the light is OFF.
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The If...Else If...Else Statement

• An If statement can be followed by an optional Else 
if...Else statement, which is very useful to test various conditions 
using single If...Else If statement.

• When using If... Else If... Else statements, there are few points to 
keep in mind.

– An If can have zero or one Else's and it must come after an Else If's.

– An If can have zero to many Else If's and they must come before the Else.

– Once an Else if succeeds, none of the remaining Else If's or Else's will be 
tested.
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The If...Else If...Else Statement

• Syntax

• The syntax of an if...else if...else statement in VB.Net is as follows −
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Example: Internet Speed Evaluator

• Scenario:

You work as a communication 

engineer checking the internet 

quality at different locations.

The program asks for the internet 

speed (Mbps) and tells the user 

whether the connection is slow, 

average, or fast.
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Age Checker Example

• Simple Age Checker

• Goal:

– Write a program that asks the 
user for their age and then prints
a message depending on the 
number they enter.
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Question:

Question:
Ali is hosting a game show “Ali’s Big Giveaway!”.
Write a Visual Basic program that asks the user
to choose door 1, 2, or 3 and displays:

– 1 → “You win a new car!”

– 2 → “You win a new boat!”

– 3 → “You win a new house!”

• Otherwise → “Bad input!”
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Thank You ☺
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