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ZigZag / Rail Fence Cipher
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Encryption Example

/pt(text, rails):
1 % rails

= True

or char in text:
rows[row] += char

if row == rails -
down = False
elif row ==
down = True
row += if down else -
return "".join(rows)|
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Example Decryption
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def zigzag_decrypt(cipher, rails):
T = (cipher)
rows = [[] for _ in (rails)]
pattern = []
row =
down = True
for _ in (n):
pattern.append(row)

if row == rails -
down = False
elif row ==
down = True

row += if down else -
counts = [pattern.count(r) for r in (rails)]
index =
for r in (rails):

rows[r] = (cipher[index:index + counts[r]])

index += counts[r]

result =
row_positions = [0] * rails

for r in pattern:
result += rows[r][row_positions([r]]
row_positions[r] +=

return result

(zigzag_decrypt(
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