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Prefixes

A prefix is a word part added to the beginning of a word to create a new meaning.

Study the common prefixes in the following table.

Lol (Prefix) 45l el A ady aal) Jia (Example)
(Meaning)
dis not, opposite of oSe ol dis + satisfied = dissatisfied — _s&
o=l
mis wrongly el J mis + spell = misspell — 8 (s
Y
un not B un + acceptable = unacceptable —
e
re again o re + election = reelection — 3ale)
)
inter between O inter + related = interrelated —
Lyl i
pre before Jé pre + pay = prepay — e ady,
non not Bt non + sense = nonsense — ¢! »
super above 358 super + script = superscript —
AQUS]) adi yo
Sub under Can sub + merge = submerge — slall Ca3 jeiy
anti against, Ua e anti + bacterial = antibacterial —
opposing S alas
Exercise

Identify the five words with prefixes in the following paragraph, and write their meanings
on a separate sheet of paper

In biology, invertebrates are studied before vertebrates. Some research focuses on invisible
organisms like microbes, while biologists also study the pre-evolutionary stages to understand how

living organisms originated



Words with Prefixes and Their Meanings

Meaning of the Word Prefix Word

Animals without a backbone -in Invertebrates
Organisms that cannot be seen -in Invisible

Very small organisms -micro Microbes

Referring to the stage before evolution -pre Pre-evolutionary
Organisms with one cell -uni Unicellular (optionat)

Suffixes

A suffix is a word part added to the end of a word to create a new meaning. Study the suffix

rules in the following boxes.

When adding the suffixes —ness and —ly to a word, the spelling of the word does not change.

Examples:

o Dark allas + ness = darkness >4
o scholar alzis + |y = scholarly <=

When the word ends in y, change the y to i before adding —ness and —ly.
Examples:

. ready + ly = readily
« happy + ness = happiness



2- Suffix Begins with a Vowel
When the suffix begins with a vowel, drop the silent e in the root word.

Examples:
. care +ing = caring sl ¥l cialy
o use + able = usable aladiudl S8

Exceptions to Rule 2

When the word ends in ce or ge, keep the silent e if the suffix begins with a or o.

Examples:
« replace Juies + able = replaceabledaiadd Jid
« Courage gla& + ous = courageousisad

3: Suffix Begins with a Consonant
When the suffix begins with a consonant, keep the silent e in the original word.

Examples:
o care 4+ ful = careful alalal
« care + less = careless alaia¥) azae

Exceptions to Rule 3

Examples:
o true e/ Ada + |y = truly Bs
« Argue J¥a: + ment = argument J\2>

4: Word Ends in a Consonant +y
When the word ends in a consonant plus y, change the y to i before any suffix not beginning with i.

Examples:
sunNny gwadia + er = sunnier @& i)
hurry & s« + ing = hurrying 8 saiwa 3 ) gas & juu



5: Suffix Begins with a Vowel

When the suffix begins with a vowel, double the final consonant only if (1) the word has only one syllable
or is accented on the last syllable and (2) the word ends in a single vowel followed by a single consonant.

Examples:

o tan () e+ ing = tanning s~ (one syllable word)

. regret stk + ing = regretting a4 (The accent is on the last syllable; the word ends in a
single vowel followed by a single consonant.)

. cancel <& + ed = canceled s (The accent is not on the last syllable.)

o Prefer J&ady + ed = preferred Juaé



