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WORDS 
 

A wor d is a unit of language t hat carries meani ng and can be used to 

communi cat e t houghts, i deas, or feeli ngs. Wor ds are t he basic buildi ng 

bl ocks of language, and t hey can be combi ned t o creat e phrases, 

sent ences, and entire texts. Wor ds can be spoken or written and can 

take many different for ms, such as nouns, verbs, adj ecti ves, adverbs, 

pr onouns, and conj uncti ons. 

 

 

A word can be a single unit, like "cat" or "run", or it can be made up of 

multi ple units, like "unbelievabl e" or "nonet hel ess". Wor ds can be 

cat egorized based on t heir function i n a sentence,  their part of speech, 

their meani ng, or their ori gi n. 

 

 

  



TYPES 
Si mpl e Words: Si mpl e wor ds are t he most basic type of wor ds and 

consist of a si ngle mor phe me. They cannot be broken down i nt o 

s maller meani ngful units. For exa mpl e, "dog", "cat", "book", "sun", 

and "run" are all si mpl e wor ds.  

 

 

   Co mpl ex Words: Co mpl ex wor ds are made up of multiple   

mor phe mes, which are t he s mallest units of meaning i n language. 

They can be formed by t wo bound for ms (ex. Televise and excl ude) 

or a bound for m and free for m (ex. Telephone and eraser).  

 

 

Co mpound Words: Co mpound wor ds are for med by combi ni ng 

t wo or more words t o creat e a new wor d wit h a ne w meani ng. The 

wor ds can be joined t oget her with or wit hout a hyphen. Exa mpl es 

of compound words incl ude "bookshelf", "rai ncoat", and 

"t oot hpast e". 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



PROCESSES OF WORD FORMATI ON 

 

* Wor d for mati on process refers to t he ways i n which ne w wor ds are 

creat ed i n a language. 

*Language is const antl y evol vi ng, and ne w wor ds are added t o it 

through vari ous wor d for mati on pr ocesses 

 

processes i n the language as well as pl enty of exa mpl es t o ease 

understandi ng 

 

1)  Co mpoundi ng is t he process of combi ni ng two or more words t o 

creat e a ne w word wit h a ne w meani ng. Obvi ous English exa mpl es 

woul d be bookcase, fi ngerpri nt, sunburn, wall paper, doorknob, text book, 

wast ebasket and wat erbed. 

 

2) Deri vati on: Deri vati on is the process of creati ng a ne w wor d by 

addi ng a prefi x or suffi x t o an existi ng wor d. For exa mpl e, 

"happy" can be tur ned i nt o "unhappy" by addi ng the prefi x 

"un- ", and "happy" can be turned i nto "happi ness" by 

addi ng the suffix "- ness". 

 



in English is coinage, that is, the inventi on of t otally ne w t er ms. The 

most t ypical sources are i nvent ed trade na mes for one company’s 

pr oduct whi ch beca me general ter ms ( wit hout i nitial capital letters) 

for any versi on of that product. Older exa mpl es are aspirin, nyl on 

and zi pper, more recent exa mpl es are Kl eenex, tefl on and xerox. 

 

4) Echois m:  Echois m is a t ype of wor d for mati on process t hat 

invol ves creati ng wor ds that i mitat e or rese mbl e sounds or noises. 

Thi s can i ncl ude words that describe specific sounds, such as "buzz" 

or "hiss, " or words t hat mi mi c t he sounds of an entire scene or 

environment, such as "chirpi ng" or "rustli ng. "              

 o Echoi c words can be creat ed in a variet y of ways, incl udi ng 

through ono mat opoei a, whi ch i nvol ves usi ng words that i mitate 

specific sounds, such as "spl ash" or " moo. " They can also be created 

through sound sy mbolis m, whi ch i nvol ves usi ng wor ds that have a 

si mil ar sound or rhyt hm t o the thing bei ng descri bed, such as "flicker" 

or "fl utter."  

 



 

 

5) Cli ppi ng: This occurs when a wor d of more t han one syllabl e is 

reduced t o a shorter for m often in casual speech.  

o The ter m gasoline is still in use, but occurs much less frequentl y 

than gas, the cli pped for m. Co mmon exa mpl es are ad 

(‘advertise ment’), cab (‘cabri ol et’), condo (‘condo mi ni um’), fan 

(‘fanatic’), flu, per m, phone, pram,  pub and sitcom (‘sit uati on 

comedy’). English speakers also like t o cli p each ot her’s na mes, as i n 

Al , Ed, Li z, Mi ke, Ron, Sa m, Sue and To m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



letters of a phrase 

e) UNESCO ( United Nati ons Educati onal, Sci entific and 

 

g) LASER ( Li ght Amplification by Sti mul at ed Emi ssi on of 
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