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PROCESSES OF WORD FORMATI ON 

 

7) Bl endi ng: Blendi ng is the process of combi ni ng parts of t wo or more 

wor ds t o create a ne w wor d. For exa mpl e, "s mog" is a blend of "s moke" 

and "fog". Some ot her commonl y used exa mples of blendi ng are bit ( 

bi nary/ di git), brunch ( breakfast/lunch), mot el (mot or/ hot el), telecast 

(televisi on/ broadcast) and t he Chunnel (channel/tunnel), connecti ng 

Engl and and France. 

 

 

 

 

 



8) Back-for mation: Backfor mati on is the process of creati ng a new word by 

re movi ng a suffi x from an existi ng wor d. Exa mpl es:-  

 

➢Edit: The noun "edit or" was back-for med from t he verb "edit". The suffi x "-or" 

was re moved t o create a new wor d that refers to a person who edits. 

 ➢Donat e: The verb "donat e" was back-for med from the noun "donati on". The 

suffi x "-i on" was re moved t o create a new verb t hat means t o gi ve or contri but e 

somet hi ng. 

 ➢Orient: The verb "orient" was back-for med from t he noun "orient ati on". The 

suffi x "-i on" was re moved t o create a new verb t hat means t o fa miliarize oneself 

wi t h a ne w sit uation or environment 

 
9) Fol k ety mol ogy: is a process by whi ch a word' s origi n or meani ng is changed 

or dist orted based on popul ar (but incorrect) beliefs or mi sconcepti ons about t he 

wor d' s hist ory or components. 

o For exa mpl e, the English word "cockroach" comes from t he Spanish wor d 

"cucaracha. " The wor d "cucaracha" act uall y means "little bug, " but over ti me, 

English speakers began t o mi si nterpret the word as "cockroach, " possibl y 

because t he Spanish wor d "cucaracha" cont ai ns t he sounds "cock" and "roach. " 

Thi s is an exa mpl e of fol k et ymol ogy, where t he i ncorrect belief about the 

ori gi n of the word has been wi del y accept ed and used over ti me. 

 
10. Ant ono masi a: Ant ono masia is a fi gure of speech i n whi ch a proper 

noun or personal na me is repl aced by a descri ptive phrase or epithet that 



beco mes synony mous wit h the ori gi nal na me or title. This descripti ve 

phrase or epit het is often used to refer to a person, place, or thing i n a way 

that emphasizes a particular qualit y or charact eristic 

  LI ONEL MESSI GOAT ( GREATEST OF ALL TIME) 

1. He is a real Ei nstei n.  

2. She’s the Cl eopatra of her ti me.  

3. Don’t be a Judas.  

 

1. The Bard = Willia m Shakespeare 

2. The Iron Lady = Mar garet Thatcher 

3. The Ki ng of Pop = Mi chael Jackson 

 

1. The Bi g Appl e = Ne w Yor k Cit y 

2. The Land of the Pharaohs = Egypt  

3. The City of Li ghts = Paris 

11) Reduplication: Reduplication is a linguistic process in which a wor d 

or part of a word is repeated t o for m a ne w word wit h a different meani ng. 



Reduplicati on is found i n many languages and can serve vari ous 

functi ons, such as i ndi cati ng pluralit y, intensity, or durati on. 

 

o In English, reduplicati on is used t o create words such as "flip-fl op, " 

"pi ng-pong, " "mi sh- mash, " and "chit-chat. " These wor ds are creat ed by 

repeati ng a word or a part of a wor d t o creat e a new wor d wit h a different 

meani ng. 


