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Morphol ogy 

Morphe mes  

BOUND MORPHE MES  

Bound mor phemes are subcategorized i nt o …. . 

*AFFI XES  

*BOUND BASES  

* Contracted For ms  

 

BOUND BASES 

A bound base morphe me is a root t hat cannot stand al one as a wor d but 

carries t he core meani ng of t he wor d. It must be attached t o another mor phe me 

(such as a prefi x or suffi x) t o form a compl et e wor d. 

 

 �� Exa mpl e:  

 -ceive i n recei ve, percei ve, decei ve 

 - mit i n submi t, per mit, trans mit  

 -t ai n i n contai n, mai nt ain, ret ai n 



uni que morphe mes     "cranberry morphe mes" 

cranberry cran + berry      cran 

l uke war m luke + war m    luke 

t wili ght  t wi + light            t wi  
 

EXAMPLES 



  

(submit, per mit, trans mit). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

* Contracted  For ms  

In mor phol ogy, a contracted form i s a word form created 

by co mbi ni ng morphe mes (li ke a base + auxiliary or a base 

+ suffi x) where so me sounds or letters are o mitted for ease 

of pronunci ation. 

In ot her wor ds, it’s when morphe mes are merged and reduced, 

often keepi ng t he essential meaning but shorteni ng t he wor d. 


