Questions and Mdel Answers

Sanple 1
Q1) Define the followng terns : (6 M

1- Reflexivity : is a specia property of human
language that allows language to be uwsedto
thnk and tad k about language itself.

1- ProductiMty : is a property of language that
alows users to create new expressions . It
iIs dso caled ' creativty '™ or ' open
endedness " .

2- Culture transmission: is the process whereby
knowedge of language is passed from one
generation to the next.

Q) Sate whether the fdlowng state nents are true
or fdse: (4 M)

1- Linguists suspect that sone type of witten language
must have developed well before spokenlanguage . False

2- Charles Darwn thinks that early hunmans had already
devel oped nusical ahility prior to language. True

3W can easily find drect evidence relating to the
speech of our distant ancestors that mght tell us how

language was back in the early stages . Fal se

4-In nost religons , there appears to be a dvine source
who provides humans wth language. True



(B3 ) Dscuss Karl von Fisch's experi nent wth bees .
What dd he conclude ? (5M

In one experi nent, a hive of bees was placed at the
foot of a rado tower and a food source paced at the
top Ten bees were taken to the top given a taste of
the delicous food and sent off to tell the rest of the
hi ve about their find The nessage was conveyed via a
bee dance and the whole gang buzzed off to get the
free food They flew around in al drections, but
coudn'tlocate the food The problemseens to be that
bee communication has a fixed set of signals for
communicating location and they al relate to
horizontal distance. The bee cannot create a '‘new"
message indcating vertical distance. According to
Karl von Frisch, who conducted the experinent, "
the bees have no wordfor up in their language ',
and they cannot invent one.

4 ) Dscuss "'the natural sound source' briefly. (5M

A quite dfferent iewof the begi nnings of language is
based on the concept of natural sounds. The human
auditory system is aready functioning before birth



. A around seven nonths. That early processing
capacity develops into an ahlity to identify
sounds inthe environnent alowng humans to
make connection between a sound and the thing
producing that sound. This leads to the idea that
pri mtive words derive from i mtations of the
natural sound that early nen and wonen heard
around them. Anong severa lingusts who
focused on the origms of speech , Jesperson (1922)
cadled ths the " bow wowtheory' . Whleitis
true that a number of words in any language are
ono natopoeic, it is hard to see how nost of the
sound ess things as well as abstract concepts in our
worl d cou d have been referred toin alanguage that
si nply echoed nat ural sounds.

Samle 2

QL) Define the followng terns : (6 M

1- Dsplacenent : is a property of language that allows users to
tak about things and events not present in the imnediate
environnent , such as past events and fuure dans.

2- Arbitrariness : refers to a property of language describing the
fact that there is no natura connection between a lingustic
form and its neaning.

3- Duality : is a property of language whereby lingustic forns
have two si multaneous levels of sound productionand neaning.
It is dso cdled " double articdation' .



Q2) State whether the fdlowng state nents are true or
fdse: (4 M)

1-In nost religons , there appears to be a dvine source
who provides humans wth language. True

2-\kry young children living wthout access to human
language in their early years grow up wth no language

at dl. True

3- Human offspring are born wth a speciad capacity for
language that is tied to a specific variety of language .

Fal se

4- Ani nals can add or create new expressionsin their
communi cative system. False

(B ) Oscuss the story of the Egyptian pharaoh
( Pamnetichus ) that was reported by Herodotus. (5M

The Qreek writer Herodotus reported the story
of an Egyptian pharaoh named Psammetichus
(or Psanti K) who tried the experi nent withtwo
newborn babies nore than 2500 years ago.
After two years of isdation except for the
conpany of goats and a mute shepherd the
children were reported to have spontaneously
uttered not an Egyptian word but something
that was identified as the Phrygian word



"lekos', neanng '"bread' The pharaoh
concluded that Phrygian an older language
spokenin part of what is nodern Turkey, nust
be the onignal language. That seens very
unlikely. The children nmay not have picked up
ths “word" from any human source, but as
several commentators have pointed out, they
must have heard what the goats were saying !!

4) Expan' thesocia interactionsource' briefly.
GM

Another proposal involving natural sounds has
been called the "yo-he-ho" theory. The idea is that
the sounds of a person involved in physical effort
cou d be the source of our language, especidly when
that physica effort involved several people and the
interaction had to be coordnated So a group of
early hunmans mght develop a set of huns, grunts,
groans and curses that were used when they were
lifting and carrying large hits of trees or lifeless hairy
ma mnot hs.

This proposal paces the developnent of hunan
language inasociad context, but it does not answer
the question regardng the origmns of the sounds
produced Apes and other pri nates live in socia
groups and use grunts and socia calls, but they do
not see mto have devel oped the capacity for speech.




