
 

Questi ons  and  Model  Ans wers 

Sa mpl e  1 

Q1) Defi ne  the  foll owi ng  ter ms : (6 M)  

1- Reflexi vity : is  a  speci al   propert y  of  human  

language  t hat  all ows   l anguage  to  be  used to  

thi nk  and  tal k  about  language  itself . 

1- Producti vity : is a property of l anguage that  

all ows  users  to  create   ne w    expressi ons  .  It  

is  also  called  ''  creati vity ''  or  ''  open-

endedness '' .  

 

2- Cul t ure  transmi ssi on : is  t he  process  whereby  

kno wl edge  of  l anguage  is  passed  fro m  one  

generati on  to  the  next . 

 

Q2) State  whet her  the  foll owi ng  state ments  are  true  

or  false : ( 4 M ) 

1- Li ngui sts  suspect  t hat  so me  type  of   written  l anguage 

must  have  developed  well  before  spoken l anguage . False 

2- Charl es  Dar wi n  t hi nks  t hat  earl y  hu mans  had  al ready  

devel oped  musi cal  ability  pri or  to    language . True 

3- We  can  easily  fi nd  di rect  evi dence  rel ati ng  t o  t he  

speech  of   our  di stant  ancestors  t hat   mi ght   tell us  how  

language  was  back  i n  the  earl y  stages . Fal se  

4-In  most  reli gi ons  , there  appears  to  be  a  di vi ne  source  

who  provi des  humans  with   language . True   



 

Q3 ) Di scuss  Karl von Frisch's  experi ment  with bees . 

What  di d  he  concl ude ? (5 M)  

In one experi ment,  a hi ve of bees was pl aced at t he 

foot of a radi o tower and a food source pl aced at t he 

top.  Ten bees were taken to the top,  gi ven a taste of 

the delici ous food,  and sent off to tell the rest of t he 

hi ve about t hei r fi nd.  The message was conveyed vi a a 

bee dance and the whol e gang buzzed off to get t he 

free food.  They fl ew around i n all di recti ons,  but 

coul dn't l ocate the food.  The probl e m see ms to be t hat 

bee co mmuni cati on has a fixed set of si gnal s for 

co mmuni cati ng l ocati on and t hey all  relate to 

hori zont al  distance.  The bee cannot create a "ne w" 

message i ndi cati ng vertical  distance.  Accordi ng to 

Karl  von Frisch ,  who  conducted  t he  experime nt ,  '' 

the  bees  have  no word for  up  i n  t hei r  l anguage ''  , 

and  they  cannot  i nvent  one .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4 ) Di scuss  ''the nat ural sound source''  briefl y . (5M)  

A quite different vi ew of t he begi nni ngs of l anguage is 

based on t he concept of nat ural sounds.  The  hu man  

auditory  system  i s  al ready  functi oni ng before  bi rt h 



.  At  around  seven  mont hs .  That  earl y  processi ng  

capacity  develops  i nto  an  ability  to  i dentify  

sounds  i n t he  envi ronment  all owi ng  humans  to  

make  connection  bet ween  a  sound  and  t he  t hi ng  

produci ng  t hat  sound .  Thi s  leads  to  t he  i dea  t hat  

pri miti ve  words  deri ve  from  i mi tati ons  of  t he  

nat ural   sound that  earl y  men  and  wo men  heard  

around  t he m .   Among  several   li ngui sts  who  

focused  on  t he  ori gi ns  of  speech  ,  Jesperson (1922)  

called  t his   the  ''  bow- wow t heory ''  .  While it is 

true t hat a number of words i n any l anguage are 

ono mat opoei c,  it is hard to see how most of t he 

soundl ess t hi ngs as well  as abstract concepts i n our 

worl d coul d have been referred to i n a l anguage t hat 

si mpl y echoed nat ural sounds.  

Sa mpl e  2 

 

Q1) Defi ne  the  foll owi ng  ter ms : (6 M)  

1- Di spl ace ment  :  i s  a  property of   l anguage t hat   all ows   users  t o  

tal k  about   t hi ngs  and  events  not   present   i n  t he  imme di ate  

envi ronment , such  as  past  events  and  fut ure  pl ans . 

   

2- Arbitrari ness :  refers  to   a  property  of   l anguage describi ng  t he  

fact   t hat   t here  i s  no  nat ural   connecti on bet ween  a  li ngui stic  

for m  and  its  meani ng . 

  

3- Duality :  is  a  property  of   l anguage  whereby  li ngui stic  f or ms   

have  t wo  si multaneous  l evels of   sound  producti on and  meani ng . 

It  is  also  called  '' doubl e  articul ati on '' . 

 

 



 

 

 

Q2) State  whet her  the  foll owi ng  state ments  are  true  or  

false : ( 4 M ) 

1-In  most  reli gi ons  , there  appears  to  be  a  di vi ne  source  

who  provi des  humans  with   language . True    

2- Very  young  chil dren  livi ng  without  access  to  hu man  

language  i n  their  earl y  years  grow  up  with  no  language  

at  all . True 

 

3- Hu man  offspring   are  born  with  a  speci al  capacity  for  

language  that  is  tied  to  a  specific  vari ety  of  language . 

Fal se 

4- Ani mal s  can  add  or  create  new  expressi ons i n  their  

co mmuni cati ve  syste m . False 

 

Q3 ) Di scuss  the  story  of  the  Egypti an  pharaoh  

( Psa mmeti chus )  that  was  reported  by Herodot us . (5 M)  

The Greek writer Herodotus reported the story 

of an Egypti an pharaoh name d  Psa mmetichus 

(or Psa mti k) who tried t he experi ment with t wo 

ne wborn babies more t han 2, 500 years ago. 

After t wo years of isol ation except for t he 

co mpany of goats and a mut e shepherd,  t he 

chil dren were reported to have spont aneousl y 

uttered,  not an Egypti an word,  but somet hi ng 

that was i dentified as the Phrygi an word 



'' bekos'', meani ng "bread. " The pharaoh 

concl uded t hat Phrygi an,  an ol der l anguage 

spoken i n part of what is modern Turkey, must 

be t he ori ginal  l anguage. That see ms very 

unli kel y.  The chil dren may not have pi cked up 

this ‘‘ word" fro m any human source,  but as 

several co mme nt ators have poi nted out,  they 

must have heard what the goats were saying !! 

 

Q4)  Expl ai n ''  the soci al  i nteracti on source''  bri efl y . 

(5 M)  

     Anot her proposal  i nvol vi ng nat ural  sounds has 

been called t he "yo- he- ho" t heory.  The i dea is t hat 

the sounds of a person i nvolved i n physi cal effort 

coul d be t he source of our  l anguage,  especi ally when 

that physi cal  effort  i nvol ved several  peopl e and t he 

i nteracti on had to be coordinated.  So,  a group of 

earl y humans mi ght devel op a set of hums,  grunts, 

groans and curses t hat were used when t hey were 

lifti ng and carryi ng l arge bits of trees or lifeless hai ry 

ma mmot hs.   

Thi s proposal  pl aces t he devel op ment of human 

language i n a soci al  context ,  but   it  does not  ans wer 

the  questi on regardi ng t he ori gi ns of t he sounds 

produced.  Apes and ot her pri mates li ve i n soci al 

groups and use grunts and soci al  calls,  but they do 

not see m to have devel oped the capacity for speech . 
   


