
English Department    Third stage    Eighth lecture 

By DR.MUSTAFAH MUSLIM 

 

Inflectional Paradigm (Verb) 

Part two 2 

 

 

 

 

 



Verb Paradigm:  

1. Stem: the "stem" of a verb refers to the core or root form of the 

verb, to which various affixes (prefixes, suffixes, infixes, etc.) can 

be added to create different grammatical forms. The stem is the 

part of the verb that carries the essential meaning.  

 .المعنى الرئيسيهو الجزء الأساسي من الفعل الذي يحمل  جذر الفعل 

 (s, -ed, -ing- :مثل) لواحق أو سوابقهذا الجزء يبقى ثابتاً، وتضُاف إليه لاحقاً  

 .لتكوين صيغ نحوية مختلفة

، لكن  stemكل تصاريف الفعل )الزمن، الشخص، العدد( تنطلق من نفس الـ 

أو أحياناً بتغيير داخلي في الكلمة كما في الأفعال  affixesالتغييرات تكون بإضافة 

 الشاذة

 

For example, consider the verb "talk." The stem of this verb 

is "talk," and you can add different endings to create various 

forms: •  

Talk (base form): I talk, you talk, he/she talks. • 

 Talked (past tense): I talked, you talked, he/she talked. • 

 Talking (present participle): I am talking, you are talking, 

he/she is talking.  

 In this example, the stem "talk" remains constant, while 

different suffixes ( ed, -ing) are added to convey tense or aspect 

 

  

 



2.Present third-person singular: In English, when forming the  

present third person singular of most verbs, you typically add 

the  suffix "-s" or "-es" to the base form of the verb. Here are 

the general rules   

 •For verbs ending in a consonant + y: Change the "y" to "ies ". 

Example: study becomes studies (He studies .) 

For verbs ending in a vowel + y: Add "-s ". 

Example: play becomes plays (She plays .) 

For most other verbs: Add "-s ". 

Example: eat becomes eats (She eats ) 

 

3.Present participle: The present participle of a verb in 

English is often  formed by adding the suffix "-ing" to 

the base form of the verb. The   present participle is used 

to create verb tenses, such as the present  continuous 

(e.g., "I am walking") or the past continuous (e.g., 

"She was singing   

  •Here are some examples of the present participle for 

regular verbs : 

Walk (base form) → Walking (present participle ) 

Example: I am walking to the store . 

Sing (base form) → Singing (present participle ) 

Example: She enjoys singing in the choir. 

Eat (base form) → Eating (present participle) 

Example: They are eating dinner right now 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


