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Lesson Qe :
The orig s of language
What is linguistics ?

Li nguistics is the sdertific study of hunman language .

What was Charles Darwn's view concerningthe origrs of
language ? Does it match wth our typical inage or not ?

Hs viewis that the progenitors of nan, either the nales or fe nal es,
or bothsexes, before they had acqui red the power of expressingtheir
mut ual loveinarticu atelanguage, endeavouredto char meach ot her
with nusica notes and rhythm

In other words, early humans had already developed musical
ability prior tolanguage and were wsing it *to char meach other. ™

This may not nmatch the typica i mage that nost of us have of our
early ancestors as rat her rough characters wearing ani nal skins and
not very charmng, but it is an interesting specu ation about how
language nay have origi nated It remains, however, aspeculation

Do we have any evidence concerning the origns of language ?

VW si nply don't know howlanguage orig nated V¢ do knowt hat
the ability to produce sound and simple vocal patterning (a hum
versus a grunt, for exanple) appears to be inan ancient part of the
brainthat we share with all vertebrates, i nclud ng fish frogs, birds
and other mammnals. But that isnt humanlanguage. V¥ suspect that
sone type of spoken language rnust have devel oped bet ween 100, 000
and 50, 000 years ago, well before written|anguage (about 5000 years

ago).

Yet, anong the traces of earlier periods of life onearth we never fi nd
any d rect evidence or artifacts rel ating to the speech of our distant
ancestors that nmight tell us how lanquage was back in the early
stages.




There has been no shortage of specu ation about the origirs of
human speech. Wiy ?

Because of thslack or absence of drect physicd ev dence

The d v ne source

Inthe bidica tradition as described in the book of Gnesis, God
created Adamand ""whatsoever Adam called every living creat ure,
that was the nane thereof.' Aternatively, fdlowng a Hndu
tradtion language cane fromSarasvati, wfe of Brahna, creator of
the universe In nost religons, there appears to be a divine source
who provi des hurmans wthlanguage. Inan atte npt to redscover this
orignal dwvnre language, a fewexperinents have been carried out,
with rather conflicting resuts. The basic hypothesis see ns to have
beenthat, if hunman irfants were allowed to grow up wthout heari ng
any language around them then they woul d spontaneously begin
using the orignal God-given language .

Discuss the story of the Egyptian pharaoh ( Psamnetichus) that
was reported by Herodotus .

The Greek writer Herodotus reported the story of an Egyptian
pharaoh naned Psamnetichus (or Psanik) who tried the
experi nent wth two newborn babies nore than 2 500 years ago.
After two years of isdation except for the conpany of goats and a
mute shepherd the children were reported to have spontaneously
uttered not an Egyptian word, but something that was i dentified as
the Phrygian word ''bekos', neaning "bread ™ The pharaoh
concl udedthat Phrygian an ol der language spokenin part of what is
nodern Turkey, must be the orignal language. That seens very
unlikely. The children may not have picked upthis¢¢word" fromany
human source, but as several comnentators have poi nted out, they
must have heard what the goats were saying !!



What was Kng Janes' experi nent ?Can it be adopted or not ?

Ki ng Janes the Fourth of Scotland carried out a si mlar experi nent
around the year 1500 and the children were reported to have
spontaneousl y started speaki ng Hebrew, confirmngthe Kng's belief
that Hebrewhadindeed beenthe language of the Garden of Eden It
Is unfortunate that al other cases of children who have been
discovered living inisdation wthout comng into contact wth
human speech tend not to confirmthe resuts of these types of
di vi ne-source experinents. \ery young childrenliuving wthout access
to hunmanlanguage intheir early years grow up wth no language at
al.




