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Lesson Four :

Chapter Two : Ani nals and human language

Creatures are capable of communicating, certany wth other
me mbers of their own species.

Hu man language have sone properties that nake it so unique
that it is quite unlike any other communication system, and
hence unlearnable by any other creature.

Properties of hunman language
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Reflexivity: is a speciad property of human language that
alows language to be usedto think and talk about
language itself.

Dspacenent : is a property of language that allows users
to tak about things and events not present in the
I mmediate environnent , such as past events and future
plans .

Arbitrariness : refers to a property of language describing
the fact that there is no natural connection between a
lingustic form and its neaning.

Productivty: is a property of language that allows users
to create new expressions . It is also caled ' creativity '
or " openendedness ' .

Culture transmssion: is the process whereby knowedge of
language is passed from one generation to the next.
Duality : is a property of language whereby linguistic
forns have two si mitaneous levels of sound production
and neaning. It is dso cdled " doude articdation' .

The potentid nunber of utterances in any hunan language is
infinte

The communication systens of other creatures are not like
that.



The honeybee, normally able to communicate the | ocation of a
nectar source to other bees, wll fal to dosoif thelocationis
really“‘rew™ In one experi nent, a hive of bees was placed at
the foot of a radotower and a food source placed at the top.
Ten bees were taken to the top given a taste of the delicious
food and sent off to tell the rest of the hive about their find
The nessage was conveyed via a bee dance and the whol e gang
buzzed off to get the free food They flew around in all
di rectiors, but coudn't locate the food (It's probably one way
to make bees really mad) The problem seens to be that bee
comnunication has a fixed set of signals for communicating
location and they all relate to horizontal dstance. The bee
cannot nani pu ateits co mmuni cationsyste mto create a "'new’
nmessage indcating vertica dstance. Accordng to Karl von
Frisch, who conducted the experi nent, '* the bees have no
word for up in their language '*, and they cannot invent
one .

This li mting feature of ani nal communicationis described
interns of "‘fixed reference'’ . It indicatedthat each signal
inthe systemis fixedas relating to a particdar object or
occasion.
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