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SYNTAX 

Synt ax is the study of how wor ds are arranged and combi ned t o form 

phrases, clauses, and sent ences. It shows how each wor d functi ons and relates 

to ot her words i n a sent ence.  

The Hi erarchical Struct ure of a Sentence 

A sent ence is not just a line of wor ds ---- it’s a hierarchy made up of 

phrases. Each phrase has a head wor d, whi ch deter mi nes its type.  

 

 

 



A Noun Phrase ( NP) is a group of wor ds that has a noun as its head and 

functi ons as a subject, object, or co mpl e ment i n a sentence.  

 

1.  The tall boy 

 The → Det er mi ner 

 tall → Adj ecti ve 

 boy → Noun 

2.  A cup of tea 

 A → Det er mi ner 

 cup → Noun (core) 

 of tea → modifier 

 

 

 

 



Defi niti on of VP ( Verb Phrase): 

A Verb Phrase ( VP) is a group of words t hat has a verb as its head, and it may i ncl ude 

auxiliary verbs, objects, co mpl e ments, or adverbi als. 

It expresses t he action or state i n t he sent ence.  

 

1.  eats an appl e 

 eats → Ver b 

 an appl e → Obj ect ( NP)  

2.  runs qui ckl y 

 runs → Ver b 

 qui ckl y → Adverb 

 


